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CLAPA Champs overview.........In control line flying circles the year 2011 looks like becoming synonymous 

for just one thing.....wind.... and lots of it.  Most comps so far this year have suffered in one way or another and the 

CLAPA Champs proved to be no exception.  

Although not gale force, it was certainly strong enough to sort the men from the boys, particularly on Saturday when 

the day proved a challenge for everyone.  Jim Hatch managed probably the most skilful save of the entire weekend 

when his motor unexpectedly cut in the overhead eights, but like lightening he was running backwards and managed 

to regain line tension (almost lacerating his arm in the process) and bring the model down to a safe inverted landing. 

If  only we all had such razor sharp reactions! 

By Sunday most flyers had adapted to the breezy conditions and strong rivalries developed at all skill levels.  The 

resulting scoreboard, particularly in F2B, saw some unexpected changes in position from previous years, some up, 

some down.  It all goes to show that Aerobatic stunt flying is a discipline that tests both man and machine, with both 

having to work in perfect harmony if a good result is to be achieved. 

As usual, all the officials that made the event such a success must be sincerely thanked for their dedication: 

Overall CD: Gary Church.   F2B Judges: John Bonner and Mick Castell.   Classic Judge: Bill Daniels. 

Vintage Judge: Bill Smith.    P40 Judge: Paul Winter.   Class 2 Judge: John Benzing. 

Scorer for all disciplines: Wendy Hough.    Scoresheet Runners: Rand Clarke and Robert Clarke 

 

 

 

Format: Total of the highest score from each circle taken from either day (see shaded examples below). 

Judges: John Bonner (JB) and Mick Castell (MC).      Tabulation: Wendy Hough. 

Scoresheet Runner: Robert Clarke. 

 

NAME 

 
 

SATURDAY 
 

SUNDAY Total of highest 

 score from each 

circle 

Final 

Position 
Circle 1 (JB)  Circle 2 (MC)   Circle 1 (JB)  Circle 2 (MC) 

John Benzing  963.3 968.8 1085.2 1000.8 2086.0       1 

Roy Cherry  997.2 1001.9 1019.1 1015.1 2034.2       2 

Gary Church      1020.7  851.8 922.3   984.0 2004.7       3 

Peter Arkley      1014.7  971.4 1006.8   961.5 1986.1       4 

Paul Winter  812.5  470.8 1003.4   960.2 1963.6       5   

Peter Jackson  853.6 783.6 1002.4   953.5 1955.9       6   

Barry Robinson  976.4  956.4      0.0   922.5 1932.8       7 

Bill Draper  925.6  789.9 1023.0   861.8 1884.8       8 

Glen Alison  935.7  851.7   937.5   915.4 1852.9       9 

John Ash  869.5  800.0   927.4   889.8 1817.2      10 

Peter Tindal  933.5  830.8   902.1   882.0 1815.5      11 

Steve Foster  880.8  720.9   922.9   826.5 1749.4      12 

John Allcock  816.2  775.3         894.9   838.1 1733.0      13 

Kevin Barry  835.7  876.3   820.6   878.6  1714.3      14 

Ray Lloyd  608.9  747.7   936.6   776.9 1713.5      15 

Kevin Morgan  850.8  715.2   870.0   774.1 1644.1      16 

Eric Hawthorn  807.1  670.2   870.2   756.6 1627.0      17 

Jim Hatch  677.4      0.0   794.2   822.6 1616.8      18 

Chris Gilbert  878.2  702.1   832.1   723.5 1601.7      19 

Robin Etherton  680.3  317.0   805.0   703.7 1508.7      20 

Ken Reeves  745.8  665.4   827.0   507.6 1492.4      21 

Keith Powell  681.3  560.6   803.7   684.8 1488.5      22 

John Kergon  759.8  595.4       0.0   687.6 1447.4      23 

Eddie Sharp      0.0  434.4       0.0      0.0   434.4 24 

 

CLAPA CHAMPIONSHIPS  

3 -5 th JUNE 2011   

F2B RESULTS  



F2B Judging at the CLAPA Champs - Mick Castell Reports...........First, I have to congratulate all the 

flyers for coping so well with the strong breeze.  I was very glad to be on the upwind side of the clipboard! 

After watching so many flights, it is difficult to recall anything too specific, but I felt that overall the basic round 

manoeuvres, even from óexpertô flyers, could have been better, loops not being superimposed and becoming 

misshapen, perhaps due to the wind.  

One manoeuvre that was noticeably generally poor was the hourglass.  I know that this is difficult in a wind but I only 

saw one good one and a couple of half-decent attempts all weekend.  Mostly the initial inverted climb was not steep 

enough making the top leg too long, often it degenerated into little more than a vertical lazy eight. 

Congratulations to John on his win and Roy and Gary on their places and finally I would like to say how much I 

appreciated the ó thank yousô from a number of flyers after the event.   
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F2B Champs winner John Benzing (right)  

receiving the trophy from Gary Church 

F2B Champs 2
nd

 place, Roy Cherry (left) 

F2B Champs 3
rd
 place, Gary Church (right), 

accepting the trophy from Peter Tindal 

Classic Champs winner Peter Tindal (right) 

Vintage Champs winner Mick Taylor (right) 

Paul Winter (left) wins the 

Concours cup with óStregaô 



 

 

 

 

Format: Best two scores to count.      Judged by: Bill Daniels.       Tabulation: Wendy Hough.    Runner: Randy Clarke 
 

NAME   ROUND 1    ROUND 2   ROUND 3  Appearance 

      points 

  Best two Scores  

  plus Appearance 

  Pos. 

Peter Tindal        357.0         988.5       1018.0          45            2051.5      1 

Steve Foster        903.0         817.0         917.5          35            1855.5         2 

Ray Lloyd        951.0         839.5         795.5          30            1820.5      3 

Kevin Barry        802.0         736.5         788.5          35            1625.5      4 

Robin Etherton        603.5         753.5           756.5          25            1535.0      5 

Glen Alison            0.0         894.5         550.5          45            1490.0      6 
 

Bill Daniels reports.....We had 6 flyers in Classic this year all with nicely prepared models.  Only one round 

was scheduled for Saturday, which was fortunate as the wind was quite strong.  Peter Tindal was flying his outside 

squares when the bottom of the tailplane let go, but the model escaped with easily repairable damage.  Glen Alison 

decided to give this round a miss, hoping for better weather the next day.  

On Sunday the conditions were a little better so everybody flew in the two scheduled rounds, although Glen gave up 

half way through the third round. Steve Foster handled the conditions with confidence on both days and earned 

himself a solid second place in the comp. After burning some midnight oil repairing his tailplane, Peter T had his 

model up and running again for Sunday and went on to totally dominate the event with a resounding 2051.5 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Format: Best two scores to count.        Judge: Bill Smith.          Tabulation: Wendy Hough.        Runner: Randy Clarke. 
 

NAME ROUND 1 ROUND 2 ROUND 3 Total of best  

 two scores 

 Pos. 

Mick Taylor        283       289       307          596          1 

Glen Alison        280       291       296              587    2 

Kevin Barry        205       222       251          476    3 

Geoff Stevenson        202       240       213          453    4 

David Underwood        169       217       209          426    5 

Robert :Pickering            9       198       178          376    6 

Eric Hawthorne          45       187       184          371         7 

David Saul        154       187           0          341    8 

John Copsey          32           0           0            32    9 
 

Bill Smith reportsééé.Saturday. A good entry for Vintage Aerobatics this 

year, but unfortunately all competitors suffered in the very windy and turbulent 

conditions in circle 3 which is reflected in the scores. 

John Copsey had the misfortune of his model breaking up in the first round which put him out for the rest of the 

competition. Eric Hawthorne crashed and took off his fin but managed to repair the model for rounds 2 & 3. 

Eric and Dave Underwood forgot manoeuvres  which is costly as they lost the 25 points for completing the schedule. 

At the end of the day after the first 2 rounds it was  very close between Mick Taylor and Glen Alison with Geoff 

Stevenson vying for 3rd place. 

Sunday.  For the final round the conditions had not improved but despite this Mick Taylor put in a fine flight to take 

1st place and Glen Alison who did not quite match this to come a very close and well deserved 2nd place. 

Kevin Barry had been improving all weekend and put in a good flight in the final round to take 3rd place from Geoff 

Stevenson. Dave Saul scratched in the final round and appeared to be struggling on Saturday with his electric powered 

model. Rob Pickering had same hairy moments in one of his flights 

A good competition and well done to those who braved the difficult conditions. 

 

 

 

VINTAGE RESULTS  

CLASSIC  RESULTS  

Mick Taylor (right) receiving 

the Tom Hughes Vintage 

trophy from Gary Church 



 

 

 
 

Format: Best two scores to count.       Judge: John Benzing        Tabulation: Wendy Hough.       Runner: Randy Clarke 
 

 

NAME     ROUND 1      ROUND 2    ROUND 3  Best 2 Total Position 

David Underwood        399.0         316.5         372.0        771.0       1 

John Milner        362.0         361.0         368.0        730.0       2 

Bill Daniels        317.0         338.5         273.0        655.5       3 

Dave Hough        119.0             0.0             0.0        119.0       4 
 
 

John Benzing reports..é.In windy conditions itôs important to make 
friends with the wind and not treat it as an enemy. In general terms this means 

keeping all the manoeuvres in the downwind segment of the circle, not the 

upwind.  Unfortunately, several Class 2 pilots ignored this golden rule and 

found themselves drifting into the forbidden upwind area and consequently 

losing line tension and getting themselves into all sorts of trouble. 

From the judges perspective there was little to choose between Dave 

Underwood and John Milner as they both produced some good manoeuvres 

from their repertoires. It would appear though that Dave had homed in on one 

or two of the high K factor ones, which at the end of the day gave him the 

edge to win the competition. 

 

 

 

 

Format: Both scores to count.           Judge: Paul Winter.         Tabulation: Wendy Hough.          Runner: Randy Clarke 

NAME ROUND 1 

 

ROUND 2 

 

Both scores to 

count P40 

Both scores to 

count P40+ 

Pos. 

Dave Hough         P40 0.0 323.0 323.0  1 
 

John Benzing        P40+ 914.5 856.5  1771.0 1 

Rob Etherton        P40+ 659.0 820.0  1479.0 2 

John Kergon         P40+ 550.0 736.0  1286.0 3 

Ray Lloyd             P40+ 666.0     0.0    666.0 4 

David Saul            P40+ 429.0     0.0    429.0 5 
 

Paul Winter reports.....Where do I start?   The powers that be asked me to 

judge P40 and P40 plus, a task which I was happy to undertake.  Lots of flyers 

entered, but thanks to the windy conditions lots of flyers in the basic P40 section 

fell by the wayside before the contest had even started, so we were left with just 

Dave Hough competing with himself.  Last man standing syndrome! 

So it was really left to the five P40 flyers to put on a show. John B led the pack, but 

Rob Etherton has improved considerably since last year and presented some really 

good manoeuvres.  A little more practice and he will be at the top and challenging 

that top crown.  In the windy conditions some interesting shapes were produced, 

with JB in particular bringing his hand down almost to ground level to keep control 

of the model in the overhead eights (one advantage of being tall!) 

All in all, a brave collection of flyers in very challenging conditions. 

 
 

 

 

 

Dave Underwood (left) receiving the 

Class 2 trophy from Gary Church 

CLASS 2 RESULTS  

 

P40 & P40 PLUS  RESULTS  
 

Action photos from the Champs will appear in the next issue of Claptrap 

Dave Hough (right) receiving the 

P40 trophy from Gary Church 


